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be adaptable.

On the holiday of Shavuot, the rabbis tell us we celebrate the marriage of G-d
to Israel. This marriage requires physical as well as spiritual attributes. We
need the wherewithal to procure the things we need for Shabbat, to buy the
books we need to study Torah. We should always remember that G-d gives
us second chances. We should never say that just because I have not been
able to celebrate Shabbat up to now, I will not do it. I cannot do it.
Somehow, you will be able to get a job which will allow you to keep Shabbat.
A person should never say I have not learned Torah up to now. I cannot do it.
You can do it. We just have to keep making second efforts. We need to have
both the physical and the spiritual, but this requires constant second efforts.

If one way fails, we must always try another way.

1 am reminded of a story Bob Hope used to tell. He said that every girl he
met was very spiritual, and he just could not measure up. When he would ask
a girl for a date, she would say, "Bob, you don't have a prayer.” Let us all
hope and pray that we will all learn the lessons of the fourth book of the
Bible, that we will always know that G-d is always giving us second chances,

and that we should never give up on our spiritual and physical lives so that we
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can get closer to Him and, thus, to each other so the Mashiach will come

quickly in our day. Amen.
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One of the reasons that many people fail today is that they cannot or will not
make second efforts. Success in life is usually determined by whether or not
we make a second effort. We know this in sports. It looks like the running
~back is stopped, but he makes a second eflort, and either breaks free or gains
many yards. We know this in business, too. It looks like a deal is lost, but
the salesman makes another call and adds a sweetener, and the deal is closed.
We know the same thing in interpersonal relationships. You inadvertently
insult a person, and then, after making a cursory attempt at reconciliation,
drop the matter instead of making a second effort which would allow your
relationship to endure. We know that this applies to spiritual matters, too,
learning Torah and observing mitzvahs, how people will take a stab at
learning Torah or at keeping this observance or that observance, but will not

make the second efforts necessary to make it part of their being.

In life, in both the physical and spiritual realms, we must make second efforts.
This is the theme of almost all the books of the Torah. Each of them speaks
about how our forefathers and matriarchs had to make second efforts to stay

Jews, how not everybody was redeemed from Egypt because many Jews




image2.png
there gave up. However, in Bamidbar, the fourth book of the Torah, which
we always begin before Shavuot, the holiday on which we received the Torah,
this is stressed over and over again. We all must make second efforts. G-d

always gives us many chances. We should not give up even if we have failed.

Today, we started the fourth book of the Bible, Bamidbar. The Ramban tells
us that Bereishit, the first book of the Bible, talks about the Ovos. - It gives us
the history of the Jewish people, and it tells us how we are just like
everybody else, how we were descended from idol worshippers. Tereach
was an idol worshipper, and we Jews, unless we keep to our traditions, can
also become idol worshippers again. Bereishit explains why G-d chose the
Jewish people because of the personal qualities of Avraham, Yitzchak, and
Yaacov. However, we all know that Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaacov had
children who backslid. Yaacov was able to keep all his children Jewish.
Avraham and Yitzchak could not. If we are to maintain ourselves and our
children as the children of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaacov, we have to

maintain our traditions. We have to want to maintain our link with G-d.

The second book of the Bible, Shemos, speaks about redemption, how we

were redeemed from Egypt, but even there, according to the Medrash, many
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Jews were not redeemed, in fact, as many as four-fifths of the Jewish people
because they did not want to be redeemed. They did not want to make the
necessary second efforts to stay Jewish. The book also speaks about the
building of the Tabernacle, which allows each of us to get close to G-d. The
third book of Bible, Vayikra, gives us the details how we are to become holy,
how we are to uplift ourselves. We are to love our neighbor as ourselves. It
also speaks about how the Kohanim are to make peace between us and our
Father in heaven, and peace between each of us on earth by giving us second

chances.

The fourth book of the Bible, Bamidbar stresses over and over again how we
all are always given another chance. In it, we learn about the spies, about
Korach's rebellion, and we learn about the concept of Teshuva, of repentance.

It is important that we always realize that we always get another chance.

In the beginning of this Torah portion, we learn how a census was taken of
the Jewish people. Two words are used to describe this census. One is Seuh,
which means to lift up, and the other is Tifkadu, which means something is
lacking. It is used when you notice that someone physically is missing. The

normal word for counting is Manu. In fact, this is the word that we are all
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acquainted with when we say we need a minyari. Minyan comes from the
word to count, Maneh. Why are the two words, Seuh and Tifkadu, used

instead of the word Manu?

Rabbi Cook tells us that it is because there are two aspects to a human being:
a spiritual aspect and a physical aspect, and both are needed. Seuh refers to
the spiritual, and Tifkadu to the physical. He says this is true for a nation
also. It must have a physical and a spiritual component. The spiritual
component is the culture of the people, the religion of the people, the
language of the people. The physical has to do with its armies, politics, and
government. In Europe, the Jewish people had a wonderful spiritual life, but
they had no physical structure as a people, no army, no government, no
intelligence services, etc., and they were wiped out during the Holocaust. On
the other hand, you can have an army, a government, and an intelligence
service, but if you have no inner spirit, you will not be willing to sacrifice for
your cause, for your nation. Communism fell without almost a shot being
fired because nobody was willing to fight for it. South African apartheid fell
apart because nobody was willing to fight for it. Arafat thought and still
thinks that Israel and Zionism will fall apart, too. All you have to do is give

Jews a few casualties because Jews do not believe in Zionism anymore. We
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all need to have the spiritual to overcome the vicissitudes of life, because
without the spiritual, we will not have the will to fight and defend ourselves,

and sacrifice for the future.

In America today, we need to have physical structures like synagogues and
federations and old folks homes and schools, but they will not endure unless
the people feel that Judaism is worthwhile. We know that sendiné your child
to a day school is essential to preserve Judaism for the next generation, but
most Jews will not do it. They are not willing to sacrifice to do it. After all,
it costs almost $9,000 a year to send your child to day school, and even if you
get half scholarship, it will still cost you $4,500. It requires a great deal of

spiritual grit to want to send you child to day school.

'We know that in a marriage, too, there has to be not only physical attraction,
but also spiritual attraction. You have to be willing to sacrifice for each other,
and help each other, and want to communicate with each other. A marriage
based only on physical attraction will not last. On the other hand, a
relationship only based on spirituality without intimacy will not last either.

We need both, and in both the spiritual and physical realms there is always

room for a second chance.
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The Jewish people sinned by listening to the spies. They failed spiritually.
They did not feel equal to the task of entering the land of Israel. They did not
feel that they could conquer the land of Israel. During the rebellion of
Korach, many of them sinned physically. Korach wanted power, and his
followers wanted power. It is true that many of the Levites wanted a closer
relationship with G-d, but most of Korach's followers were only interested in

furthering their position in society.

The book of Bamidbar teaches us that in both realms, physical and spiritual,
we are always given second chances. The rabbis teach us that we always
read either the Torah portion Bamidbar or Naso before Shavuot to teach us
that the Torah was given with fire, with water, and in the desert. To
appreciate the Torah, we must have enthusiasm, a spiritual quality. We must
also have persistence, like water. Water is a very soft thing, but it makes its
mark on stone by being persistent. This is required in both the spiritual and
physical realm. Finally, it was given in the desert to teach us that we have to
be adaptable. We cannot say we will only learn Torah in an air conditioned
room surrounded by aromatic essences, and in the physical realm, too, we

cannot say that we will only take this kind of job or that kind of job. We must




